Book Reviews 53 knowledge which an average layman does not possess and Dr. Harris has found it necessary to step aside from his main theme at times to try and supply some of this knowledge. For the medical reader this makes the book at times tedious and unnecessarily long, but for the growing group of non-medical workers in other disciplines this book should supply an easily read and authoritative account of the history and present knowledge of the various vitamins.
This book is not intended for the medical research worker, but for the student, qualified or unqualified, who wishes to take his dose of vitamin in jam, it can have no rival.
Introduction to Hepatic Surgery. By Henry Gans, M.D. (Pp. xvi + 265; 120 figs. 70s.)
London: Cleaver-Hume Press Ltd. Amsterdam, &c.: Elsevier Press, Inc. 1955. Dr. Gans reviews the literature of the intimate structure of the liver and of the detailed anatomy of the biliary apparatus and the hepatic circulation. He adds a great deal of careful personal anatomical work, conducted largely by the injection-corrosion technique, and endeavours to correlate his findings with those of others in planning a subdivision of the liver into units or segments, as has been done by Brock in the case of the lung. In the second half of the book he discusses the indications for operations on the liver, and endeavours to outline a series of segmental resections based on the unities he has described. This book is in the nature of an essay or thesis rather than a textbook of operative technique. The work is painstaking and thorough, the illustrations of the corrosion specimens are admirably reproduced, and Dr. Gans does his best to make the subject as clear to others as it is to him. The more, however, he goes into detail, the more confusing does that detail become, the more is it obvious that the various subdivisions of the Glissonian and venous systems are not accompanied by any clear boundaries on the surface, or even in the substance, of the liver.
Certain simple and important facts that are already known, but not widely, are confirmed. The liver consists of two halves, anatomically distinct, but the boundary between them is not the anatomical division of the liver into right and left lobes, but an invisible and impalpable plane that passes from the gall-bladder fossa in-front to the left of the fossa for the inferior vena cava behind. There is no anastomosis of any kind between the biliary systems of the two halves in the liver itself, so that Longmeyer's operation has no rational basis.
There are occasional anastomoses in as well as outside the liver between the right and left hepatic arteries, a fact that may explain the occasional survival after accidental ligature of the right hepatic artery. As well as these facts, the old fairy-tale about a separate stream for the splenic and the mesenteric blood in the portal vein is repeated.
The anatomist will be interested in this book. The surgeon is unlikely to buy it or read it unless he has a patient presenting one of the uncommon indications for a planned segmental hepatectomy. Thomas. 1955 . Although, at first sight, it may seem an unnecessary addition to an age of increasing specialization to dignify the study of the biochemistry of the brain with the title of Neurochemistry, yet it is true, as this book reveals, that an understanding of the biochemical processes occurring in the nervous system is of far-reaching importance. Many of the advances in the fields of vitamin and trace element deficiency diseases, and in our knowledge of certain psychiatric disorders, as well as of the mechanism of narcosis and the action of insecticidal chemicals, are dependent on the developing picture of this section of biochemistry, or have indeed contributed to it. The publication of a book of some 900 pages describing the chemical dynamics of brain and nerve, by 32 contributors, each a specialist in his own section of this complex field, is therefore likely to be welcomed by a wide range of readers.
Neurochemistry. The
This book is not a narrow account of the "pure" biochemistry of the brain. The subject is dealt with from many angles, and the physiological aspects are particularly well covered. In addition to a series, of informative chapters on the chemical constituents of nervous tissue, its glycolytic and oxidative mechanisms, the metabolism of pyruvate, glutamate,
